THIS boy was admitted on February 1, 1914, to the Belgrave Hospital for severe headache and drowsiness. He was aged nearly 7 years; the second of five children, all living; and had had measles and pertussis.
external hydrocephalus or serous apoplexy. On the other hand, it is possible that there was mild basal miieningitis, though there was no fever present during the boy's stay in hospital. Many diplococci were found in the cerebrospinal fluid, but as it was not examined until sonme days after it was withdrawn, they were probably due to contamination.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. CAUTLEY pointed out that the optic neuritis was a symptom somewhat unlikely to occur in external hydrocephalus of such a mild type, even though it might be due to an inflammation of the pia-arachnoid secondary to the injury. And he did not think there could have been any serious amount of internal hydrocephalus. On the other hand, the case was difficult of explanation if it were not accepted that there had been a certain amount of basal meningitis. A possible hypothesis was that of "mumps," although there was no evidence or history of the disease. A mild meningo-encephalitis, limited to the regions of the medulla and pons, was not very rare in mumps. It caused headache, optic neuritis, unilateral deafness, facial palsy, &c. Bradycardia was a sign, and an excess of lymphocytes was present in the cerebrospinal fluid. Now this boy had bradycardia, headache, optic neuritis and an excess of lymphocytes. Three nurses in his ward had recently developed mumps and the source of infection had not been discovered, but it almost certainly was some child in that ward. There was still ID. of swelling in the left optic disk. In all other respects the boy was well.
Dr. R. MILLER suggested, in view of the cells in the cerebrospinal fluid and the later discovery of " diplococci," that the case might be a mild one of meningococcal meningitis. Quite recently a case had been under the care of one of his colleagues at Paddington Green with very mild meningeal symptoms, but in which the cerebrospinal fluid contained many cells and grew meningococci, although practically no organisms were visible in the film preparations of the fluid. He suggested that as this was the time of year for meningococcal meningitis, these cases were mild or abortive examples in a mild epidemic.
